
The Whole Duty of Man
Fear God, Obey His Word, and 

Prepare for Judgment
·  Click for Video \

In a world searching for purpose, Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 offers a timeless 
conclusion:

"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep 
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall 
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil." (KJV)

These words, penned by King Solomon, remind us of life's ultimate 
purpose: to honor God and live according to His will. Everything we do, 
seen and unseen, will one day be judged. Let's explore these profound 
truths under three key themes: Fearing God, Obedience to His 
Commands, and the Certainty of Judgment.
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Fearing God
The Foundation of True Wisdom

Many people pursue wealth, fame, and pleasure, only to find them empty 
of fulfillment. Solomon, the wisest man, concludes that true contentment 
is found in reverence for God. The fear of the Lord is not about terror but 
deep respect and awe for His power and authority.

The Beginning of Wisdom
Proverbs 9:10 states, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding." 
Recognizing God's authority is the first step to true understanding. A 
person who fears God will make wise choices, avoiding sin and 
embracing righteousness.

Departing from Evil
Similarly, Job 28:28 says, "Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding." Wisdom is not 
about intellect alone, but about aligning our lives with God's truth. 
When we truly fear God, we gain clarity about what is right and 
wrong.

Living in Reverence
Unfortunately, many people live without considering God, prioritizing 
worldly success and self-gratification. They dismiss the idea of 
accountability, but the Bible repeatedly warns that life without the 
fear of the Lord leads to ruin. Reverence for God should shape every 
aspect of our lives, from our choices and relationships to our work 
and worship.



Keeping God's Commandments
The Evidence of True Faith

Obedience to God's commandments demonstrates genuine faith and love for Him. Consider these essential 
aspects of godly obedience:

True Love Expressed Through Action
"If ye love me, keep my commandments." (John 
14:15)

Love for God is more than words; it is demonstrated 
through obedience to His Word, even when it 
challenges our preferences and desires.

Evidence of Genuine Relationship
"Hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments." (1 John 2:3-4)

A true relationship with God is evident in how we 
live. If we claim to follow Him but reject His 
commands, our faith is not genuine.

Walking in God's Ways
"He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?" (Micah 6:8)

Living in obedience means treating others with 
justice and mercy while maintaining humility before 
God.

Grace in Imperfection
Obedience does not require perfection, as we all fall 
short. However, it demands a heart that sincerely 
desires to follow God's path, repenting when we fail 
and seeking His strength to grow.

As believers, we are called to live in a way that reflects Christ's character, not conforming to the world but being 
transformed by God's Word.



The Certainty of Judgment
Every Deed Will Be Accounted For

Life is not without consequences. Hebrews 9:27 warns, "And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment." Every person will stand before God, accountable for their actions. No one can escape this reality. 
People often live as if they will never face judgment, but the Bible is clear: we will all give an account to God.

Even hidden deeds will be revealed. Luke 8:17 states, "For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest." No 
action, word, or thought is hidden from God. Likewise, Romans 2:16 says, "God shall judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ." God sees beyond appearances and into the heart. Those who think they can hide their sins or 
escape justice will one day face the truth.

Eternal Consequences
The Bible is clear that good and 
evil have eternal consequences. 
Galatians 6:7-8 teaches, "Be 
not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap." 
Our choices today impact our 
eternity. If we live selfishly, 
rejecting God, we will face 
judgment. But if we turn to Him, 
seeking His righteousness, we 
will be rewarded.

Hope in Christ
The reality of judgment should 
not only bring fear but also 
hope. While judgment is real, 
God has provided a way of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Acts 4:12 proclaims, "Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved." 
Salvation is found only in Jesus 
Christ. He took the punishment 
for our sins, offering forgiveness 
and eternal life to all who 
believe in Him.

Assurance for Believers
For believers, the thought of 
judgment is not about terror but 
assurance. Romans 8:1 
declares, "There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus." 
Those who put their faith in 
Jesus have the confidence that 
they will not face eternal 
punishment but will receive 
eternal life. Judgment reminds 
us to live with purpose, 
honoring God daily, knowing 
that what we do matters.



The Three Pillars of Christian Living

1
Fear God
Reverence as foundation

2
Obey His Commands
Walk in faithful obedience

3
Prepare for Judgment
Live with eternal perspective

Solomon's wisdom in Ecclesiastes provides us with a clear framework for living a life that honors God. At the 
foundation is the fear of the Lord - not terror, but deep reverence and awe for His power and authority. This 
reverence leads naturally to the second level: obedience to His commands, which demonstrates our genuine faith 
and love for Him. Finally, we live with an awareness of the coming judgment, knowing that every action, word, and 
thought will one day be accounted for before God.

This three-part framework gives us clarity about our purpose and helps us navigate life's complexities with 
wisdom. When we align our lives with these principles, we experience the peace and fulfillment that comes from 
living according to God's design.



Living in Light of Eternity

1Recognize God's Authority
"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is 

understanding." (Proverbs 9:10)

True wisdom begins when we acknowledge 
God's sovereignty and approach Him with 

reverence.

2 Demonstrate Faith Through 
Obedience
"If ye love me, keep my commandments." 
(John 14:15)

Our love for God is proven not by words alone, 
but through faithful obedience to His Word.

3Remember the Coming Judgment
"For God shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 

whether it be evil." (Ecclesiastes 12:14)

Living with awareness that all our actions will 
be judged motivates righteous living.

4 Embrace Salvation in Christ
"There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus." (Romans 8:1)

Through faith in Jesus, we find forgiveness, 
freedom from condemnation, and eternal life.

As we journey through life, these spiritual milestones guide us toward fulfilling our true purpose: to honor God, 
serve others, and prepare for eternity. By embracing these principles, we find not just temporary happiness, but 
lasting joy and peace that transcends circumstances.



Concluding Thoughts
Will You Choose to Fear God and 

Follow Him?
Life is not about fleeting pleasures or personal ambitions; it is about 
knowing God and walking in His ways. Everything we do will one day be 
judged. The good news is that Jesus Christ offers salvation to all who 
trust in Him.

If you have not yet placed your faith in Christ, now is the time. 2 
Corinthians 6:2 urges, "Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation." Tomorrow is not promised, and delaying this 
decision could have eternal consequences.

For those who already follow Christ, let this be a reminder to live with 
reverence for God, obey His commands, and remain mindful of the 
judgment to come. When we choose to fear God, obey His Word, and 
trust in Christ for salvation, we find true purpose and everlasting hope.

Will you choose to fear God and follow Him today?



Embracing the Gospel Message
Are you searching for peace, hope, and the true meaning of life? Have 
you ever wondered what it means to have a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, God, and Savior? The good news is that Jesus 
loves you deeply and desires for you to know Him personally. Through 
His sacrifice on the cross, He made a way for you to experience 
forgiveness, freedom, and eternal life.

If you're ready to explore what it means to embrace the gospel and begin 
your journey with Jesus, we invite you to visit: 

<  www.how2go2heaven.com/plan-of-salvation/ Ù  

Here, you'll find a simple guide to understanding God's plan of salvation, 
along with resources to help you take your next step toward a life-
changing relationship with Jesus.

Don't wait, start your journey of faith today! �

Faith Over Fear
Trust in God's promises even 
when circumstances seem 
overwhelming.

Armor of God
Equip yourself with spiritual 
protection for daily battles.

Jesus Saves
Experience the transformative 
power of Christ's sacrifice.

https://www.how2go2heaven.com/plan-of-salvation/

